
 

 
U.S. Power is an industrial energy services company that specializes in the reduction of energy consumption 
across a broad array of manufacturing and food processing facilities located in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and Wisconsin. In addition, the company publishes a useful curation of lighting-oriented information from the 
marketplace, and consolidates it into this concise, twice per month letter known as The Fabulous Lighting 
Maven, distributed to Facilities Managers throughout the nation. 

 
While the company prides itself in its diversity, it owns and operates a niche lighting contracting firm as well, known as U.S. Power 
Vision, LLC. With a core business in and around industrial LED lighting, it keeps itself and its clients at the cutting edge of illuminating 
technologies, all aimed at providing – from the eyes to the fingertips – exceptional illumination, superb control and intuitive simplicity. 
 

  
The Maven publishes these pearls weekly, or more frequently if we feel like it, because we believe America is already great, and poised to be even greater if we commit to doing our part 

towards cooling the planet. Publisher Ron Motsch can be reached at (616) 570-9319. 

ACTION-ORIENTED PEARLS OF WISDOM FOR INDUSTRIAL MANAGERS AND CONTRACTORS 
www.uspowervision.com  •  1963 Park Avenue  •  Twin Lake, Michigan 49457  •  RMotsch@USPowerVision.com 

From the Community of Manufacturing, Design and Contracting Teams of U.S. Power Vision, LLC 

 
 
 
Dear Reader: 
 
The primary governing body over emergency and exit lighting is the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA), and their publication entitled NFPA 101, Life Safety 
Code is the gold standard.   

 
But first, some definitions, as provided by 29 Code of 
Federal Regulation (CFR) 1910.34(c) OSHA: 

 

• Exit Route - A continuous and unobstructed path of exit travel from any point 
within a workplace to a place of safety (including refuge areas).”  

 
An exit route includes all vertical and horizontal areas along the route and consists of the 
following three parts: 
 

• Exit access − That portion of an exit route that leads to an exit. An example of an 
exit access is a corridor on the fifth floor of an office building that leads to a two-
hour fire resistance-rated enclosed stairway (the Exit). 

 

• Exit − That portion of an exit route that is generally separated from other areas to provide a protected way of travel to 
the exit discharge. An example of an exit is a two-hour fire resistance-rated enclosed stairway that leads from the fifth 
floor of an office building to the outside of the building. 

 

• Exit Discharge − The part of the exit route that leads directly outside or to a street, walkway, refuge area, public way, 
or open space with access to the outside. An example of an exit discharge is a door at the bottom of a two-hour fire 
resistance-rated enclosed stairway that discharges to a place of safety outside the building. 
 

Grainger has written a nice synopsis of NFPA’s code governing the above, and it’s here: Emergency Lighting and Exit Sign 
Requirements. 
 
Each of the above feature hurdles one much meet in order to be in compliance, but the code relating to pathway illumination 
is this: “Emergency illumination must be provided for a minimum of 1.5-hours in the event of failure of normal lighting. The 
emergency lighting must be arranged to provide initial illumination of not less than an average of one footcandle and a 
minimum at any point of 0.1 footcandle measured along the path of egress at floor level. These levels can decline to a 
minimum of 0.6 footcandle average and 0.06 footcandle at any one point at the end of emergency lighting time.”  This is the 
one failsafe code the Fire Marshall will be looking for, and the one a Facilities Manager would want to be in compliance with 
in order to provide for a safe environment.  Make sure your lighting designs and battery pack specifications are in accordance. 

YOUR MORNING GRIN 

Hey, your wife just called. 
Said you can buy as much               
LED lighting as you want. 

 
Call us.  We’ve got a lot. 

. 
Ron Motsch 

(616) 570-9319 

 
Building and Managing a Suite of 
The Most Productive and Admired 

LED Lighting Systems on Earth 
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